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Personal information 
Business address:  IDEA, University of Southern Denmark, Engstien 1, DK - 6000 Kolding  
Business telephone:  (+45) 65501391, E-mail: tob@idea.sdu.dk 
Private address:  Fyrparken 574, DK - 6710 Esbjerg V 
Private telephone:  (+45) 75154066 
Born:  April 1, 1950 
Nationality:  Danish 
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Current position 
2005- Managing Director of the International Danish Entrepreneurship Academy and professor at 

the University of Southern Denmark, SDU (since 1997). 
The International Danish Entrepreneurship Academy is a nation-wide network of universities 
and colleges, aiming to strengthen entrepreneurship teaching and training at higher 
educational institutions as well as enhancement of student based entrepreneurial activities 
(www.idea-denmark.dk) 

 
 
Previous positions 
2000-2005  Director of the Department of Organisation and Management, SDU 
1997-2005  Professor of Organisation Theory and Management, SDU 
1996-1997 Director of the Institute of Social and Industrial Development and Co-director of the   Danish 

Institute of Migration and Ethnic Studies, University Centre of South Jutland 
1989-1996 Director of the Institute of Social and Industrial Development, University Centre of South 

Jutland 
1983-1996 Associate Professor, University Centre of South Jutland 
1979-1983 Research Follow, University Centre of South Jutland 
1978-1979 Research Fellow, Centre for Development Studies, Copenhagen 

 
 
Education/academic qualifications 
1996  Dr. Merc. (Post-doctoral Habilitation in Business Economics), Copenhagen Business School 
1983  Ph.D. (Sociology), University of Copenhagen 
1976  Mag. Scient. Soc. (M. Sc./Sociology), University of Copenhagen 

 
 
Research areas 
Research interests fall into four areas:  
 

 organisation theory and management 

 economic sociology, immigrant business and globalisation 

 entrepreneurship and firm growth 

 entrepreneurship teaching and training  
 
The first area involved a series of studies on the evolution of business associations and cooperatives within 
the agro-food sector in Kenya, Denmark and other European countries. The second area involved registry 
and survey studies of the dissemination of immigrant businesses in Denmark and their embeddedness in 
local and global networks. The third area involves studies of entrepreneurship and young firm growth, in 
many cases related to Global Entrepreneurship Monitor. The fourth area involves action-based research 
related to IDEA. 
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